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 Foreword 

 
Armenia - the country of old legends and Biblical stories. To visit Armenia is to travel 

back in history and feel the spirit of more than 41 centuries. Experience first hand 

the "country sheltered by Biblical Ararat‖ home of Noah’s Ark; the land where 

human kind was reborn. Armenia offers a little something for every person. 

 Rich with historical churches, monasteries, monuments, and magnificent masonry, 

this country that was the first to adopt Christianity and proclaim it as its state religion 

in 301 AD is a unique treasure for those interested in great events. 

There are so many sights in this small and sunny country that even a couple of 

months are not enough to see it. There is the temple Garni, monasteries in Geghard 

and Haghartsin, one of the greatest observatories in Byurakan, Ejmiatsin, Khor 

Virap, Amberd, and the Lake Sevan: this is the least that Armenia can offer the 

world. Armenia is the oldest civilization with a young heart. 

Numerous monuments and masterpieces of the Ancient era and Middle Ages can 

be found throughout the country. Tourism in Armenia is rooted in the country's 

historical landmarks and natural attractions. The 5165 meter Mount Ararat, 

geographically located in Turkey, is a national symbol of Armenia and is visible from 

much of the Southwest region. 

Armenia is a very diverse country often with a history which is replete with a lot of 

treasures. It is a land of stark contrasts and home to a resilient, industrious people 

with great love for the arts and sciences. Armenians are well-known for their 

hospitality and visitors will find a pleasant and friendly atmosphere everywhere they 

go. 

Yerevan is the capital of Armenia. It is a cultural, economical, political and scientific 

center of Armenia. Yerevan is located in a mountainous area on the Hrazdan River. 

There are many theatres, museums and monuments in Yerevan.  
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 Monasteries and Temples  
Garni  Pagan Temple  

 

Garni (Armenian: Գառնի) is a temple complex located in the Kotayk 

Province of Armenia, situated approximately 32 km southeast from Yerevan. The 

temple itself was built on top of an Urartian temple, and has the same floor 

dimensions as the temple of Sushi in Erebuni (5.05 X 7.98 meters). A common 

feature of sacred structures from 

oldest times through the Christian 

era is to orient the structures to the 

East, that is, to the rising sun.      

The temple of Garni itself was 
dedicated to the sun goddess 
Mythra. Armenians shared 
Zoroastrian entities with Persia (and 
by the time of Garni Temple, with 
the Eastern Roman empire, which 
had adopted Mythra as a patron 
goddess), and worshipped fire as an 
ultimate gift from the gods, an entity 
in itself.                                                  Garni Pagan Temple 

Garni was designed according to the sacred geometry of the day: It perfectly follows 
the Pythagorean and Platonic theories of sacred geometry in its design, a design for 
civilization carved form the wilderness.  And then there is the Other Side of Garni, 
the wilderness itself.                                                                

                                                                                                        

On a mountain trail between 
Lake Sevan and the fertile 
Ararat Valley, 7000 years of 
history wound its  way 
through the Goghi and Azat 
River canyons below Garni 
and left indelible prints on 
the stone walls. Prints that 
can only be seen--just as 
Garni is best seen from 
inside the canyon walls.                           

Site view                                                                      
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The Goghi and Azat Rivers meet at Garni, dropping more than 300 feet below the 
temple site, creating an impenetrable natural fortress above, and a remarkably 
diverse eco system below. While dry summer winds whip the mountain plain above 
the canyon rim, below the river forest is always moist and cool: towering trees form 
a canopy above the foot paths along the river, and wild boar, deer, leopards and 
bears call the nature preserve home.      

Nearby is the Garni Gorge with well preserved basalt columns, carved out by the 

Goght River. This portion of the gorge is typically referred to as the "Symphony of 
the Stones". Across the gorge is the Khosrov State Reserve, and a little 
further Havuts Tar Monastery (which may be seen from the temple). The village also 
lies along the road to the well known Geghardmonastery (further 7 km southeast).                                                                                                                                                              
Symphony canyon was named for its rock formations, a series of perfectly cut 

diamond shaped granite, basalt, slag and 
andesite. Inside the canyon are the remains of 
a 16th c. bridge, its finely engineered arches at 
one time leading to a narrow road that 
surmounted the Geghama mountain range and 
ended at Lake Sevan.                                                                                                                                                          
A few yards beyond, past a series of caverns 
yawning in the side of the canyon walls, the 
Goghi River joins with the Azat, and to the right 
is one of the most beautiful sights in Armenia: 
About 600 meters away and 300 feet above is 
the temple of Garni.  

Inside the canyon, the upper rim and sky are 
soon blocked from view: tangled vines wrap 
themselves around centuries old trees that 
shade the hot sun from the fetid ground. In 

Spring, swarms of blue, yellow, gold and violet 
butterflies nest along the sun-dappled river bed, as many as a thousand might be 
resting on the banks or the side of a tree .                          
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 Monasteries and Temples  
Geghard Monastery 

 

 The monastery of Geghard (Armenian: Գեղարդ, meaning spear) is a unique 

architectural construction in the Kotayk province of Armenia, being partially carved 

out of the adjacent mountain, surrounded by cliffs. 

While the main chapel was built in 1215, the monastery complex was founded in the 

4th century by Gregory the Illuminator at the site of a sacred spring inside a cave. 

The monastery had thus been originally named Ayrivank, meaning "the Monastery 

of the Cave". The name commonly used for the monastery today, Geghard, or more 

fully Geghardavank (Գեղարդավանք), meaning "the Monastery of the Spear", 

originates from the spear which had wounded Jesus at the Crucifixion, allegedly 

brought to Armenia by Apostle Jude, called here Thaddeus, and stored amongst 

many other relics. Now it is displayed in the Echmiadzin treasury. 

Geghard monastery  

The spectacular 

towering cliffs 

surrounding the 

monastery are part of 

the Azat river gorge, 

and are included 

together with the 

monastery in the World 

Heritage Site listing. 

Some of the churches 

within the monastery 

complex are entirely 

dug out of the cliff 

rocks, others are little more than caves, while others are elaborate structures, with 

both architecturally complex walled sections and rooms deep inside the cliff. The 

combination, together with numerous engraved and free-standing khachkars is a 

unique sight, being one of the most frequented tourist destinations in Armenia. 

Most visitors to Geghard also choose to visit the nearby Garni temple, a Parthenon-

like structure located further down the Azat river. Visiting both sites in one trip is so 

common that they are often referred to in unison as Garni-Geghard.  
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At the approach to the main entrance on the west there are small caves, chapels, 

carvings and constructions on the hillside. Right before the entrance are some 

shallow shelves in the cliff onto which people try to throw pebbles in order to make 

their wish come true. Just inside the entrance to the compound are the 12-13th 

century ramparts protecting three sides of the complex, and the cliffs behind protect 

the fourth. Walking across the complex will take one to the secondary entrance on 

the east, outside of which is a table for ritual animal offerings (matagh), and a bridge 

over the stream. 

Geghard is an architectural wonder – a complex of churches hewn from within a 

mountain of solid rock. The most ancient cave-church of St Gregory (7th century) is 

outside the monastery walls. The principal structure, the church of the Virgin, is a 

cruciform building from the second quarter of the 13th century. It has a four-column 

gavit (1225) to the west of the church.                                                                           

Two cave-churches were constructed in 1263, along with the family sepulchre of the 

Proshian Princes. Their coat of arms is carved in the rock: two chained lions and an 

eagle with half-spread wings, whose claws grasp a calf.     

                                                                                       
kcachkars from Geghard                                     Portal to S. Astvatsatsin.                                      Geghard gavit  
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 Monasteries and Temples  
Zvartnots  Cathedral 

                                      Rebuilt sections of the ruins of Zvartnots Cathedral     

                               

Zvartnots Cathedral ( Armenian: Զվարթնոց ; meaning "celestial angels") is a 7th-

century centrally planned aisled tetra conch type Armenian church built by order of 

Catholic’s Nerses the Builder from 641-653. Now in ruins, it is located at the edge of 

the city of Etchmiadzin in Armenia's Armavir Province.  

Zvartnots, a complex of structures erected in the middle of the 7th century near 

Ejmiatsin, is of extreme architectural value. The complex consisted of St. George 

temple or Zvartnots («vigil forces», «celestial angels») and the palace of Katholikos 

Nerses Ill, known as «Builder». 

Zvartnots, built as Armenia’s main cathedral 

in 641—661, was to suppress Ejmiatsin 

cathedral by its grandeur. This purpose was 

served by the original architectural 

composition of the building which is an 

example of a central-dome temple different 

in its appearance from the antique and 

Byzantine structures of this kind.             The plan of the cathedral, as drawn by Toros Toramanian.                                                              

Zvartnots remained standing until the end of the 10th century but historical sources 

are silent as to the cause of its collapse. 

The ruins of Zvartnots remained buried until its remains were uncovered at the start 

of the 20th century.  
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The site was excavated between 1901 and 1907 under the direction of vardapet 

Khachik Dadyan, uncovering the foundations of the cathedral as well as the remains 

of the Catholicos palace and a winery. The excavations furthermore revealed that 

Zvartnots stood on the remnants of structures that dated back to reign of the 

Urartian king Rusa II. 

Most scholars accept the 1905 reconstruction by Toros Toramanian, who worked 

on the original excavations, that the building had three floors. 

The interior of the mosaic - decorated church had the shape of a Greek cross or 

tetraconch, with an aisle encircling this area, while the exterior was a 32 - sided 

polygon which appeared circular from a distance.  

 

The decoration of Zvartnots temple followed the principle, 

common in the Armenian architecture of the 5th—7th centuries, 

of bringing out the basic architectural details: columns, door 

and window openings, cornices and archivolts. The outer 

surfaces of the polyhedrons, especially of the lower one, were 

ornamented with a rich arcature. The twin semi-columns were 

crowned with capitols with palmettos and acanthuses. On the 

whole, the motif of sculptural ornamentation, cut in high relief, 

was floral (a vine, stylized leaves, branches of pomegranate 

with fruit, etc.).   

 Standing out among them were interior column capitols of an 

original composition, shaped as wicker baskets with volutes 

and a cross or a monogram (with letters standing for «Nerses» 

and «Katholikos») between them and decorated with the 

figures of rampant eagles which seemed to support the cupola. 
                                                                                                          Ruins of  Zvartnots.                

To the south-west of the temple there was the Katholikos  

palace which has also come down to us in ruins.          

 It was a complex of capitally-built and regularly laid -out presence -chambers, 

dwelling, auxiliary and service premises. The scales, as well as the architectural and 

artistic features of the palace were coordinated with those of the temple.  

Zvartnots is a monument which embodies the centuries old traditions of Armenian 

architects.  

 

                                            

                                                                                                                                                             9 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toros_Toramanian


 Monasteries and Temples  
Etchmiatsin  Cathedral 

Mother Cathedral of Holy 

Etchmiadzin (Armenian: Մայր Տաճար Սուրբ 

Էջմիածին Mayr Tajar Surb Etchmiatsin; originally 

known as the Holy Mother of God 

Church, Armenian: Սուրբ Աստուածածին 

Եկեղեցի Surb Astvatsatsin Yekeghetsi) is a 4th-

century Armenian church in the town 

of  Etchmiatsin, Armenia and is the oldest state-

built church in the world. It is also the central 

cathedral of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiatsin of 

the Armenian Apostolic Church.  

The Mother See of Holy Etchmiatsin found in the 

city of Vagharshapat, Armenia is a blend of the past, present and future of the 

worldwide Armenian Church and contains the Mother Cathedral, monuments, 

museums, libraries and the pontifical residence and other monastic residences. It 

was built earlier in the 4th century, during the days of Gregory the Illuminator and 

King Tiridates III in the place where -according to Armenian Church traditions- the 

Descent of Christ happened in Vagharshapat, Armenia, also known as Etchmiatsin. 

The wooden church was rebuilt in stone in the 5th and 7th centuries. The bell tower 

was built in 1653 and the vestry in 1869.        

The complex includes the 

Etchmiatsin Cathedral 

(Armenian: Մայր Տաճար 

Սուրբ Էջմիածին), the 

vestry, residences, 

museums, Gevorkian 

Theological Seminary, V. 

and T. Manoukyan Library 

and many other amenities.  
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According to legend, St. Gregory had a vision of Christ descending from heaven 

and striking the earth with a golden hammer to show where the cathedral should be 

built. Hence, the patriarch gave the church and the city the new name of 

Etchmiatsin, which may be translated as "the place where the Only Begotten 

descended". 

In 480, Vahan Mamikonian, the Sassanian governor (marzban) of Armenia, ordered 

the dilapidated basilica to be replaced with a new cruciform church. In 618 , the 

wooden dome was replaced with a stone one, resting on four massive pillars linked 

to exterior walls by arcades. This was the church much as it is today. Murals in the 

interior and extravagant rotundas surmounting the apses appeared in the early 18th 

century. A three-tier belfry was constructed half a century earlier. 

 Between 1654-1658, the main three-tier belfry at the entrance of the Cathedral was 

erected. The modern additions of the church include: the Open-Air Altar built in 

2001 beside the Main Gate with a contemporary design and the Baptistery chapel 

named after Saints Vartan and Hovhannes consecrated on 26 September 2008. 

Other notable additions include: 

 Clock Tower: located at the north-western 
gate of the complex, built 1959. 

 Vaskenian Gate (Vazgenian Darbas): 
erected in                  March 1961 at the eastern 
wall of the complex. In 2002, the gate was moved 
to the northern entrance. 

 Gate of King Trdat (Durn Trdata): restored in 
1964 on the basis of the well-preserved remains of 
the old medival gate. The arch leads to the 
Pontifical Residence. 

 Main Gate: constructed in 2001 to form the 
main entrance to the Mother See.                                        

 Gate of King Trdat leading to the Pontifical  Residence                                                            
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 Monasteries and Temples  
 Khor Virap Monastery 

The Khor Virap (Armenian: 

Խոր Վիրապ, meaning 

deep pit or "deep well") is 

an Armenian Apostolic 

Church monastery located 

in the Ararat plain in 

Armenia, near the border 

with Turkey, about 8 

kilometers (5.0 mi) south of 

Artashat, Ararat Province. 

The monastery was host to 

a theological seminary and 

was the residence of 

Armenian Catholicos.                              

Khor  Virap   with Mount Ararat in background 

 Khor Virap's notability as a monastery and pilgrimage site is attributed to the fact 

that Grigor Lusavorich, who later became Saint Gregory the Illuminator, was initially 

imprisoned here for 13 years by King Tiridates III of Armenia. Saint Gregory 

subsequently became the king's religious mentor, and they led the proselytizing 

activity in the country. In the year 301, Armenia was the first country in the world to 

be declared a Christian nation. A chapel was initially built in 642 AD at the site of 

Kirat Virap by Nerses III the Builder as a mark of veneration to Saint Gregory. Over 

the centuries, it was repeatedly rebuilt. In 1662, the larger chapel known as the "St. 

Astvatsatsin" (Holy Mother of God) was built around the ruins of the old chapel, the 

monastery, the refectory and the cells of the monks. Now, regular Church services 

are held in this church. It is probably the most visited pilgrimage site in Armenia.   

The Nerses chapel, built in the 5th century around the famous pit, was of white 

limestone. Though plain in appearance, a monastery was built around a large 

enclosure that surrounds the ruins of the old chapel. This church has a twelve sided 

tholobate and dome and is dedicated to S. Astvatsatsin. The altar pulpit is well 

decorated.  
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Church of the Holy Mother of God (St. Astvatzatzin)                                              The pit where Gregory the Illuminator was held prisoner 

 

Though most Armenian churches have an east-west orientation, placing the altar at 

the east end, St. Gevorg Chapel is oriented northwest-southeast. 

The pit where Gregory was imprisoned is southwest of the main church, underneath 

St. Gevorg Chapel which is a small basilica replete with a semicircular apse. Of the 

two pits inside the chapel, Grigor's is the farther one, 6 meters (20 ft) deep and 4.4 

meters (14 ft) wide. The pit is approached through two unmarked holes. A small 

chamber, winding stairway, and a ladder lead to a small enclosure in the pit. To the 

right of the altar in the dungeon is the main room. A long ladder from here descends 

to a large cell of fairly good size, which was Grigor Lusavorich's prison cell. The 

climb down the well is to a depth of 60 metres (200 ft). The pit is well lit but the climb 

down the metal ladder requires sturdy shoes. It is also extremely humid down the pit 

in           the summer months so be cautious and don't bring candles down as this 

adds to the heat. 

The 17th century church built around the pit is a simple structure surrounding a 

large courtyard which looks like a fort complex. 

You can also see the green belt along the Araks River which denotes the boundary 

with Turkey from the monastery and there are some military lookout posts around 

this area. At night there are lights visible on Mt. Ararat, these are American listening 

posts and Turkish bases. 
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 Monasteries and Temples  
Kecharis Monastery                                
                                                                                                                     Kecharis Complex 

Kecharis (Armenian: Կեչառիս) 

is a 11-13th century monastery, 

located 60 km from Yerevan, 

in the ski resort town of 

Tsakhkadzor in Armenia. 

Nestled in the Bambak 

mountains, Kecharis was 

founded by a Pahlavuni prince 

in the 11th century, and 

construction continued until 

the middle of the 13th century. 

In the 12th and 13th centuries, 

Kecharis was a major 

religious center of Armenia and a place of higher education. Today, the monastery 

has been fully restored and is clearly visible from the ski slopes.                                                   

The main group of the complex consists of three churches, two chapels and a gavit, 

to the west of which, a few dozen meters away, there is another church with its own 

vestry at the side of a road leading to the forest. There  still are many tombstones 

around these monuments. 

The main temple, the church of Saint Grigor, is the monastery's first structure 

erected by Grigor Magistros Pahlavuni in 1003. Being of a domed hall type, it is one 

of the typical church structures of the period of developed feudalism in Armenia. 

The interior of the temple is divided into three spaces by two pairs of wall-attached 

abutments. The central (and largest) space of the church is crowned by a broad 

cupola resting on spherical pendentives. The semicircular altar apse has two-storey 

vestries on either side. Three triangular niches behind the altar provide openings for 

light. The sole of the altar has carved geometrical ornament, alternating with 

rosettes in places. 

The church of Surb Nshan (Armenian: Սուրբ Նշան, "holy cross" in Armenian), 

situated south of the church of Grigor, is a small cross-winged domed structure built, 

judging by the type of the building and by architectural details, in the 11th century, 

probably soon after the church of S. Grigor. 
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The Katoghike (Cathedral) church stands south of S. Nshan, with a narrow passage 

dividing them. Judging by an inscription, it was built under Prince Vasak 

Khakhpakyan of the Proshyan clan (in the first quarter of the 13th century) by the 

architect Vetsik, in whose memory a khachkar, ornamented with highly artistic 

carving, was put up a little south of the church.  The Katoghike church belongs to 

the cross-winged domed type and has two-story annexes in all the four corners of 

the prayer hall. The entrances to the upper eastern annexes are from the side of the 

altar apse. Stone cantilever stairs lead to the western annexes of the first floor. 

The gavit, built in the second half of the 12th century and attached to the western 

facade of S. Grigor church, is an early structure of this type. The rectangular hall is 

divided into nine sections by four heavy free-standing columns.                                                                                                                                                             

 . S.Grigor Church with gavit in front                                    Katoghike Church                                   S. Nshan Church 

The eastern corners of the interior are taken up by small two-storey annexes which 

first appeared in this form in this gavit. 

The chapels situated between the churches of Grigor and Surb Nshan were small 

rectangular ones, with an altar apse and vaulted ceilings. The chapel adjacent to the 

church of Gregory served as the burial vault of Grigor Magistros Pahlavuni, which 

means that it was built in the early 11th century. The chapels were united by a small 

vaulted premise in which classes were probably conducted for the school's students. 

The church of Harutyun (Resurrection), standing on a forest glade, away from the 

main group, was built by a son of Hasan in 1220. This is a small, outwardly 

rectangular. domed-hall church with a lofty cupola. The only entrance, with a small 

vestry in front of it, is from the west. As distinct from the ordinary vestries, it has a 

vaulted ceiling, and is narrower than the church.   
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 Monasteries and Temples  
Haghartsin Monastery 

Haghartsin (Armenian: 

Հաղարծին) is a 13th-

century monastery 

located near the town 

of Dilijan in the 

Tavush Province of 

Armenia. It was built 

between the 10th and 

14th centuries (in the 

12th under Khachatur 

of Taron); much of it 

under the patronage 

of the Bagratuni 

Dynasty. 

                                                                                        

The Haghartsin monastic complex                                            

Traditionally, an eagle was soaring over the dome of the main building at its 

dedication and thus it became commonly known as the monastery of the playing (or 

soaring) eagle("Hagh" means a game while "Artsin" a form of "Artsiv" means eagle 

in Armenian). The Haghartsin monastic complex includes three churches, two gavits 

(one in ruins), a refectory, a group of chapels and several khachkars. 

St. Astvatsatsin Church in Haghardzin (1281) is the largest building and the 

dominant artistic feature. The sixteen-faced dome is decorated with arches, the 

bases of whose columns are connected by triangular ledges and spheres, with a 

band around the drum’s bottom. This adds to the optical height of the dome and 

creates the impression that its drum is weightless. The platband of the southern 

portal's architrave is framed with rows of trefoils. 

The sculptural group of the church’s eastern facade differs in composition from the 

similar bas-reliefs of Sanahin, Haghpat, and Harich. It shows two men in monks’ 

attire who point with their hands at a church model and a picture of a dove with half-

spread wings placed between them. The umbrella roofing of the model’s dome 

shows the original look of the dome of Astvatsatsin church.  
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The figures are shown wearing different dresses — the one standing right is 

dressed more richly than the one standing left. The faces, with their long whiskers, 

luxuriant combed beards and large almond shaped eyes, are also executed in 

different manners. 

These are probably the founders of the church, the Father Superior and his 

assistant. The gavit of St. Astvatsatsin Church is severely damaged. The ruins show 

clearly where it stood; however, the walls are almost completely destroyed. 

The oldest large structure of the complex, the St. Grigor Church, is accessible 

through its gavit. The 12th-century gavit abutting St. Grigor Church is of the most 

common type of plan. It is a square building, with roofing supported by four 

internal abutments, and with squat octahedral tents above the central sections, 

somewhat similar to the Armenian peasant home of the "glkhatun" type. The gavit 

has ornamented corner sections. Decorated with rosettes, these sections contain 

sculptures of human figures in monks' attires, carrying crosses, staffs, and birds. 

The framing of the central window of Haghardzin’s gavit is cross-shaped. Placed 

right above the portal of the main entrance, it emphasizes the central part of the 

facade.                                                                                                                                          

Refectory interior                                                     

The small church of Saint 

Stepanos (1244) of the 

cupola type, is an elegant 

structure with finely worked 

motifs. The refectory built in 

1248 by the architect Minas, 

is one of the best 

representatives of medieval 

Armenian architecture: a 

structurally daring concept 

is divided into a pair of 

communicating square 

halls, roofed with intersecting arches. The walls are lined with stone benches, and at 

the western butt wall, next to the door, there is a broad archway for the numerous 

pilgrims to navigate. Decoration is concentrated only in the central sections of the 

roofing, near the main lighting apertures.   
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 Monasteries and Temples  
Harichavank 

The Harichavank (Armenian: Հառիճավանք; transliterated as Harijavank or 

Harichavank) is 7th century Armenian monastery located near the village of Harich 

(Armenian: Հառիճ) in the Shirak Province of the Republic of Armenia. The village is 

3 km southeast of the town of Artik. 

Harichavank known as one of the 

most famous monastic centers in 

Armenia and it was especially 

renowned for its school and 

scriptorium. Archaeological 

excavations of 1966 indicate that 

Harich was in existence during the 

2nd century BC, and was one of 

the more well known fortress towns 

in Armenia. 

The oldest part of this Armenian monastery is the Church of St. Gregory the 

Enlightener; it is a domed structure that is usually placed in the category of so-called 

«Mastara-style» churches (named after the seventh century church of St. 

Hovhannes in the village of Mastara, in the southern part of Shirak). The founding 

date of the monastery is unknown, but probably it was built no later than the 7th 

century, when St. Gregory was erected.                                                                                                  

The Cathedral of the Holy Mother of God that dominates the monastic complex was 

built by the orders of Zakare Zakarian, Amirspasalar (commander-in-chief) and 

Prince who ruled Eastern Armenia in the 13th century together with his brother 

Ivane Zakarian. Prince Zakare started the Cathedral after he bought Harich from a 

family representing the Pahlavuni dynasty. 

The Cathedral is a cruciform church with two-story sacristies in each of the four 

extensions of the building. The tall 20-hedral drum of the cupola is of original style. 

Initially tent-roofed, it acquired triple columns on its facets and large rosettes in the 

piers which, together with platbands, form an unusual decorative girder around the 

middle of the drum height. Haritchavank’s Cathedral include umbrella-shaped dome, 

cruciform floor plan, narthex (often with stalactite-ornamented ceiling), and high-

relief of a large cross on one of church’s walls. 
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 Monasteries and Temples  
Haghpat Monastery 

Haghpat Monastery, also known as Haghpatavank ("Հաղպատավանք" in 

Armenian), is a medieval Armenian monastery complex in Haghpat, Armenia. 

The Church of Sourb Nshan at Haghpat Monastery                      

The monastery was founded by 

Saint Nishan (Sourb Nshan) in the 

10th century during the reign of 

King Abas I. The nearby monastery 

at Sanahin was built around the 

same time.The location of Haghpat 

Monastery was chosen so that it 

overlooks the Debed River in 

northern Armenia's Lori region. It 

was built, not on a peak, but 

halfway up a hillside on a site 

chosen to afford protection and 

concealment from prying eyes and also in response to a kind of monastic humility. A 

peak on the opposite side of the river is over 2,500 meters high.                                                 

The small church of St. Nishan is Haghpat's earliest surviving building. It was begun 

in 966-67 and was later enlarged and embellished under the direction of Trdat the 

Architect.  The largest church in the complex, the Cathedral of St. Nishan, was built 

from 967-991. It is a typical example of tenth century Armenian architecture, its 

central dome rests on the four imposing pillars of the lateral walls. The outside walls 

are dotted with triangular recesses. A fresco in the apse depicts Christ Pantocrator. 

Its donor, the Armenian Prince Khutulukhaga, is depicted in the south transept (a 

transversal nave intersecting the main nave). The sons of the church's founder, 

Princes Smbat and Kurike, are shown with Queen Khosravanuche in a bas-relief on 

the east gable. Apart from one or two minor restorations carried out in the eleventh 

and twelfth centuries, the church has retained its original character.                                                                                                                                                                           

The clock-tower was erected in 1210 and is one of the most beautiful examples of 

its kind from the medieval period in Armenia. The monastery's bell tower, built in 

1245, stands apart from the main ensemble of monuments, and is architecturally 

noteworthy. 
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 Monasteries and Temples  
Tatev Monastery 

The Monastery of Tatev (Armenian: Տաթև) is a 9th-century Armenian 

monastery located on a large basalt plateau near the Tatev village in Syunik 

Province in southeastern Armenia. The term "Tatev" usually refers to the 

monastery. The monastic ensemble stands on the edge of a deep gorge of the 

Vorotan River. Tatev is known as the bishopric seat of Syunik and played a 

significant role in the history of the region as a centre of economic, political, spiritual 

and cultural activity. 

According to tradition, 

Tatev Monastery is 

named after 

Eustateus, a disciple 

of St. Thaddeus the 

Apostle, who 

preached and was 

martyred in this 

region. His name has 

evolved to Tatev.  

Popular etymology 

includes a legend 

telling of an event 

that is tied to the 

construction of the 

main church, where an apprentice secretly climbs to the top of its steeple intending 

to place a cross of his own design. However, the apprentice is spotted by his master 

during his descent. Shocked by his discovery, the apprentice loses his foothold and 

falls into the abyss as he calls upon God to grant him wings, which, in Armenian is: 

―Ta Tev‖. 

Tatev Monastery is located in South-East Armenia, in the area of 

ancient Armenian Syunik, not far from the city of Goris and 280 km away 

from Yerevan. The Tatev plateau has been in use since pre-Christian times, hosting 

a pagan temple. The temple was replaced with a modest church following the 

Christianization of Armenia in the 4th century. 

                                                                                                                                                                                     20 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tatev_(village)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syunik_Province
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syunik_Province
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syunik_Province
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Jude
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Jude
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Jude
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syunik
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yerevan


 

 

The monastic complex from a closer view 

Tatev monastery was built during the 9-13th centuries as an Armenian intellectual 

center where philosophers, musicians, painters, calligraphers, and monks lived. 

This monasterys teachers produced manuscripts for the whole Armenian world.  

The fortified monastery of Tatev consists of three churches (Sts. Paul and Peter, St. 

Gregory the Illuminator and St. Mary), a library, dining hall, belfry, mausoleum as 

well as other administrative and auxiliary buildings. 

The complex was begun between 895 and 906. St. Gregory the Illuminator, who 

spread the word of Christ throughout Armenia, is buried here in a small church built 

in 1295.The tall «Gavazan» was engineered and erected in 904, with a khachkar on 

top. 

The earthquake of 1931 caused considerable destruction, but the parts that 

survived enable us to judge about the artistic merits of the complex. 

The main monument is the Church of Poghos and Petros (Peter and Paul) built in 

895-906. It reproduces the type of domed basilicas of the 7th century, but has new 

features. 
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